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SUBJECT: DEEP SEABED MINING: CDU/CSU SUGGESTS UNILATERAL 
LEGISLATION 

1 . THE PARLIAMENTARY CAUCUS OE THE CDU/CSU OPPOSITION 
ISSUED A PRESS RELEASE ON MAY 6 DISCUSSING THE POSSIBLE 
NEED EOR UNILATERAL GERMAN INITIATIVES IN DEEP SEABED 
MINING. THE PRESS RELEASE EIRST URGED THE FRG DELEGA- 
TION TO THE LOS CONEERENCE TO DEEEND FIRMLY GERMAN 
INTERESTS IN EXPLOITING THE DEEP SEABEDS. SHOULD THE 
RESULTS OE THE CONEERENCE NOT BE SATISEACTORY, THE 
CDU/CSU INDICATED THAT IT MIGHT PRESS FOR EITHER 
NATIONAL INTERIM LEGISIATION OR A PROGRAM TO PROTECT 
GERMAN INVESTMENTS IN DEEP SEA MINING. 

2. THE PRESS RELEASE EXPLAINED THAT GERMAN COMPANIES 
HAVE MADE ENORMOUS FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS UP TO NOW EOR 
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THE EXPLORATION OP BASIC MATERIALS ON THE SEABED AND 
EOR ESTABLISHING DEEP SEA MINING TECHNOLOGY, AND THAT 
THEY COULD NO LONGER BE EXPECTED TO ACCEPT A PURTHER 
PERIOD OP LEGISLATIVE INSECURITY WITH REGARD TO THE 
ISSUANCE OP LICENSES TO EXPLOIT THE SEABED. THIS WAS 
ESPECIALLY THE CASE, INASMUCH AS THESE COMPANIES NOW 
PACE NEW INVESTMENT DECISIONS INVOLVING LARGE-SCALE 
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TESTING PROGRAMS. IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT THE ERG HAS 
CONSIDERABLE ECONOMIC INTEREST IN STRENGTHENING THE 
ACTIVITIES OF THESE GERMAN COMPANIES, AS A MEANS TO 
ASSURE INDEPENDENT ACCESS TO MINERAL RAW MATERIAL 
SUPPLIES. THE PRESS RELEASE CONCLUDED WITH THE 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT THESE EFFORTS WILL BE SUCCESSFUL 
OVER THE LONG RUN ONLY IF COOPERATION AMONG GERMAN, 
AMERICAN, AND JAPANESE EIRMS COULD BE STRENGTHENED ON 
THE BASIS OF AN INTERNATIONALE Y-ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION. 

3. COMMENT: IN LIGHT OF DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE 
UNILATERAL LEGISLATION DURING THE MAY 2 U.S.-FRG 
CONSULTATIONS IN BONN, THIS INITIAL PRESSURE FROM THE 
PARLIAMENTARY OPPOSITION SHOULD COME AS NO SURPRISE. 
STOESSEL 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW OF THE SEA, SEABED, MINING, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -May-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN08121 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DG ALTERED 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 67-021 5 

Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770572/aaaacjud.tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: afceba96-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2575454 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEEP SEABED MINING: CDU/CSU SUGGESTS UNILATERAL LEGISLATION 
TAGS: PLOS, GE, LOS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/afceba96-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



